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Objective of this Handbook: 

The overall objective of this Handbook is to raise awareness of right holders and pop-
ulation at large about the importance of patents and utility models for the develop-
ment and growth of their business.



Part I
Key Concepts
What is a Patent of Invention
Considering that an “invention” can be considered as a technical solution to an existing 
technical problem (that can take the form of a product or a process), a “patent” is noth-
ing but the legal title, granted by the State (and in particular by IPA) that gives exclusive 
rights over that particular invention. 

Like all other IP rights, also patents are gov-
erned by the “principle of territoriality”. This 
means that they enjoy protection in a given 
country only if they are duly filed and regis-
tered there. Should this not be the case, the 
invention will be considered in the public 
domain, and as such, it could be adopted or 
copied by anybody.

Innovative individuals and companies may own several patents, on the various inven-
tions that they have created. Needless to say, each invention should be covered by a 
separate patent.
Patent is a very broad and technical subject matter that systematically requires the 
help of an expert (a patent attorney). This handbook is not aimed at transforming you 
into a patent expert or attorney, but simply at proving you with sufficient knowledge to 

PATENTS protect inventions and 
innovative solutions. 
PATENTS do not protect:
• The name of your product / invention
• Its ornamental shape
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Why are patents useful?
As mentioned, the main function of patents is to provide exclusive rights over the ex-
ploitation of an invention.  

As stated in art 23 of the Patent Law, this means, in practice, that:

• The particular invention will be protected from other competitors in the market; 
• Nobody can copy it or use it without your authorization; 
• If they do it, you will be able to enforce your patent rights by bringing them to court 

and obtain compensation;
• On the other hand, if anybody wishes to use your patent, they will have to obtain 

your prior authorization (and of course you will be able to charge for it).

PATENTS are very useful for you and 
your business: if you have one, you have 
exclusive rights over the invention. 

CAREFUL not to violate patents of your 
competitors!

take the necessary steps to decide if, when and how to protect your innovative solutions 
and avoid major problems (such as, inadvertently, stepping on somebody’s patent). In 
any event, given the technical and scientific nature of patents, you will inevitably need 
to appoint a real patent expert to help you. 

As mentioned, patent rights are territorial by nature.  This implies that, if you plan to 
export to a new country your products encompassing your valuable invention or innova-
tive technical solution, make sure to protect your patent beforehand and comply with 
all requirements provided by the law of the country concerned.  In other words, patents 
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Trade Secrets protect any confidential business information that provides a company 
with a competitive advantage, precisely because it is kept secret.  

The main problem with Trade Secrets is that their 
protection only lasts until they remain secret. 
This means that if a third party, without commit-
ting abuses or violations of the law, understands 
your innovative solution encompassing the Trade 
Secret, your protection is gone forever.  In other 
words, the protection may, at least in theory, last 
for long time (as in the case of the famous formula 
of Coca-Cola), or … one day! As soon as you place 
your new product on the market, your competitor 
may understand your Trade Secret, and this auto-
matically ends their protection.  The second option 
is much more frequent.

What are Trade Secrets? 

registered in Kosovo, will not enjoy protection in other countries, unless duly registered 
there. This is the so-called “principle of territoriality”.

In each country, your inventions will be protected by the national law and treated, for 
all intents and purposes, as national right (in other words, no discriminations are possi-
ble only because you are a foreigner). 
Conversely, if you want to use an invention, an innovative process or product that is pro-
tected by a patent in your country, make sure that you only do it if you have the authori-
zation of the legitimate patent owner. Otherwise, you will be in violation of its exclusive 
patent rights and you might be brought to court and sanctioned accordingly: careful! 

While the main advantage of patents is to provide effective protection to inventions, it 
should be recalled that patents: 
• do not protect the name of your invention or of your products/services (these names 

should be protected as trademarks);
• do not protect the ornamental shape of your products (these shapes should be 

protected as industrial designs)
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As stipulated in Art. 82 of the Kosovar Patent law, patents are protected for a period 
of 20 years from the filing date. At the end of this 20-year period, they fall into public 
domain and they cannot be renewed. 

However, in order to maintain their validity for the entire 20-year period, patent owners 
need to remember to pay annual maintenance fees every year, from the third year on-
wards (see art. 83 of the Patent law).  Should these annual fees not be paid, the patent 
will be cancelled.

Duration of patent rights

This is potentially very dangerous and to be avoided at all costs: the last thing you may 
want is to have your competitors legally copying you and your innovative solutions.
 
In short, Trade Secrets should not be used as an alternative to patents to protect in-
ventions, but to safeguard other types of inventive and creative solutions that may ren-
der the exploitation of your inventions easier or more effective, or that contribute to 
improve the performance of your company. By way of example, the following types of 
innovative solutions may be suitable to be protected as Trade Secrets: 
• lists of clients with their email addresses and buying preferences, etc.;
• list of partners, distributors, etc.;
• advanced marketing techniques; 
• approaches for more personalized and effective after–sales services; 
• training materials; 
• market analyses;
• competitors’ analyses, etc. 

It is crucial that companies take active measures to maintain the confidentiality of above 
information.  This could be achieved, in practice, by limiting the number of people that 
have access to Trade Secrets (e.g.: passwords to enter a certain intranet directory) and/
or by strengthening the confidentiality clauses in the employment contracts of specific 
professionals, that by the nature of their job, must have access to such information. 

At the moment, Kosovo is in the process of drafting an ad hoc legislation on Trade Se-
crets. For the time being, this kind of confidential information is protected under unfair 
competition, contracts, and torts. 
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Part II 
Validity of Patents
In order to be protected in Kosovo, an invention must be filed and registered with the 
Industrial Property Agency of Kosovo (IPA). Patents will be registrable only if they com-
ply with the legal requirements provided by the Patent law (and especially by art. 7, 9, 
11, 13 and 14) and described below.

In order to be able to obtain patent protection in Kosovo,  an invention must: 

• Refer to a patentable subject matter: in simple terms, the proposed invention 
should not fall into one of the sectors for which patents cannot be granted in your 
country, as described by art. 7 and 9 of the Kosovo Patent law. These non-patent-
able subject matters include discoveries, scientific methods, mathematical meth-
ods, methods for doing business, aesthetic creations,  schemes, rules and meth-
ods for performing mental acts, playing games, programs for computers, and mere 
presentations of information. Similarly, in Kosovo the following inventions are not 
patentable:  inventions whose exploitation could be contrary to public order and 
morality; plants or animal variety, or biologic essential procedures for producing of 
planes or animal; methods for treatment of the human or animal body by surgery 
or therapy and diagnostic methods practiced on the human or animal body and 
certain biotechnological inventions (such as processes for cloning human beings).

• Be new: as stipulated in art. 11 of the Patent law, an invention cannot already be 
part of “the state of the art”.  This technical expression in reality simply means that 
an invention is not new if it was already disclosed to the public anywhere in the 
world by way of written or oral disclosures. For example, you will not be able to ob-
tain a patent in Kosovo (or elsewhere) for an invention that a) is covered by a prior 
patent, or 2) that was described in detail in a conference, a publication, etc., or 3) if 
the proposed invention was simply used somewhere around the world. 

Legal Requirements for the Validity of a patent in Kosovo
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• Have industrial applicability: this means that an invention must be useful and 
capable of being reproduced on a large scale (by any industry or in agriculture).  To 
use the terms used by art. 14 of the Patent law, an invention enjoys industrial appli-
cability if “its subject matter can be manufactured or used in any kind of industry, 
including agriculture”.

• Have an inventive step: as provided by art. 13 of the Patent law, an invention will 
possess an inventive step if it cannot be considered as obvious for the “man skilled 
in the art”. In practical terms, if for somebody who possesses some level of expertise 
in the relevant field of technology, the particular invention is obvious and it does not 
represent a real technological advance as compared to what already exist, then the 
invention in question will not be patentable as lacking the required inventive step.   

 
• Be fully disclosed: when filing a patent, applicants are required to describe and 

provide all details of their invention, failing which the patent will not be granted or 
it can be canceled at any time. Art 55 of the Patent law requires that “the patent 
application shall disclose the invention in a manner sufficiently clear and complete 
for it to be carried out by a person skilled in the art”. 

If the proposed invention complies with all the above requirements, it will be granted 
a certificate.  Congratulations! 

However, while the above legal requirements may seem easy to understand, they are 
actually quite difficult to apply: only a professional with expertise in the specific area of 
technology and knowledge of the patent system will be able to decide if an invention 
is new or not, has inventive step or not, etc. Only such type of professionals will be able 
to draft a patent (in line with the requirements of art. 47, 50 and the following of the 
Kosovo Patent law).  In other words, the DIY (Do-It-Yourself) approach is NOT advisable 
in the patent field.  
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There are a number of best practices that users should bear in mind in the area of in-
ventions and patents. These include: 

1.	 Before	 filing	 a	patent,	 inventions	 should	not	be	disclosed	 to	 anybody.	 This	 is	
because	information	already	in	the	public	domain	cannot	be	protected	under	patents,	
that	instead	require	absolute	and	world-wide	novelty.	Inventors	should	therefore	treat	
their	 innovative	 solutions	 as	 strictly	 confidential	 and	 avoid	 any	 disclosure	 (including	
presentations,	publications,	sales,	etc.).	The	use	of	Non-Disclosure	Agreements	(NDA)	is	
warmly	recommended,	for	any	possible	discussion	with	partners,	developers	or	poten-
tial investors.

2.	 The	fact	that	an	invention	is	not	available	on	the	market	does	not	imply	that	it	is	
new,	and	thus	patentable.	Inventors	should	systematically	carry	our	“novelty”	searches	
to	ensure	that	their	proposed	inventions	are	indeed	completely	new	world-wide.	This	
research	should	cover	not	only	publications,	academic	and	business	journals,	etc.	but	
also	all	relevant	published	patent	documents.	Two	useful	websites	in	this	regard	are:	
www.epo.org/searching;	 and	 WIPO	
-	 Search	 International	 and	 National	
Patent	Collections.

3.	 Patent	 owners	 should	 sys-
tematically	 use	 the	 symbols	 “R”	 or	
the	wording	“PATENTED”	or	“PATENT-
ED	 INVENTION”	 on	 all	 the	 products	
encompassing	 their	patented	 inven-
tions.	This	is	a	good	warning	message	
to	potential	infringers.	

4.	 Patent	 owners	 should	 con-
stantly		monitor	the	market	to	ensure	
that	nobody	copies	or	misuses	 their	
inventions. 

Best practices relating to patents
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5. Inventions covered  by patents should be used, otherwise they run the risk of 
being cancelled or the object of a compulsory license. Chapter IX of the Kosovo Patent 
law regulates the issue of compulsory licenses. More in particular, art. 36 stipulates that 
patent owners have to exploit the invention in the territory of the Republic of Kosovo 
“sufficiently and on reasonable terms”. Failing this, any third party, including the 
Government,  may ask the Courts to grant them a compulsory license to be able to 
exploit the invention without the patent holder authorization and free of charge (or 
almost). The Government may, if necessary, appoint a local company to produce the 
invention on its behalf. This procedure is, however, quite rare. 
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Part III 
Getting Protected
As mentioned in Part I, Sect. 1 of this Handbook, users should protect their marks in 
all the countries where they do or intend to do business. This is because Intellectual 
Property rights, including patents, are territorial in nature (on the basis of the principle 
of TERRITORIALITY). This means that entering a new country without having duly filed 
their patents can potentially be very dangerous: their inventions may be copied, and 
their legitimate owners may not be able to do much to protect and enforce their rights.  

Protecting patents in Kosovo
In order to obtain protection for a patent 
in Kosovo, an application must be filed 
with the national IP office, named Koso-
vo Industrial Property Agency (IPA). Please 
visit the following website to obtain infor-
mation about the form to use, the fees to 
pay and the procedure to follow: KIPA (rks-
gov.net).

In particular, a standard application form 
(provided in the above website) must be 
used. As indicated in art. 50 of the Patent 
law, the application must contain a re-
quest for the grant of a patent, a descrip-
tion of the invention, one or more claims, 
an abstract and drawings of the invention. 
The relevant filing fees must be paid.  The 
patent application must be submitted in 
writing, in three copies, directly at the In-
dustrial Property Agency.

It should be recalled that a patent appli-
cation in Kosovo may claim the priority 
of an earlier application filed in another 
country.  Art 63 of the Patent law provides 
that any legal or natural person who has a 
duly filed patent application in one of the 
Member States party to the Paris Conven-
tion or to the WTO, enjoys a right of prior-
ity for a period of twelve months from the 
date of first filing,  to file the application 
for the same invention in the Republic of 
Kosovo. If this is the case, the date of filing 
in Kosovo will retroact to the date of the 
earlier application that is used as a basis 
for the priority claim.

The filing procedure is governed by Admin-
istrative Instruction on the Procedure for 
Registration of Patents (MTI no. 13/2016). 
Such legislative text contains more de-
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tailed information about what the patent 
application should contain (e.g.: addition-
al information about claims, descriptions, 
etc.), as well as a procedure for the recog-
nition in Kosovo of a patent (Article 4).  

It is a relatively easy mechanism, and not 
too expensive. However, the content of 
patents is often highly technical and sci-

entific. In addition, the actual drafting of a 
patent requires specific expertise. In other 
words, it is always indispensable to con-
tact a trained patent attorney to draft and 
file a patent. 

In case of doubts, information and guid-
ance on how to file a patent in Kosovo 
may be obtained by contacting IPA. 

If a patent holder from Kosovo or a local businessman wishes to protect its invention in 
a number of countries, the main solution available at the moment, is to file individual 
patent applications in all countries of interest. This implies the filing different applica-
tions, in all relevant languages with the domestic IP offices, complying with the domes-
tic normative frameworks and, unfortunately, recruiting a local patent agent in each 
country to file the patent on their behalf. This is because the various national IP offices 
only accept to liaise with local people and representatives. 

The approach is a bit cumbersome and, at times, expensive. However, it is needed to 
avoid running the risk of having competitors copying your invention and unduly using 
your patent. 

On the other hand, there are two other solutions that may prove useful and cheaper. 
However, there are some limitations in their use.  

Protecting patents abroad
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The PCT system is a simple, cheaper, effective centralized procedure administered by 
WIPO; a one-stop shop for patent owners to file for protection in numerous export mar-
kets.  The PCT system allows patent holders to obtain protection by filing one single 
application, in one language (including English), with fees in one currency (Swiss francs) 
in up to 153 countries, without having to appoint a local IP agent in all countries. 

Unfortunately, PCT system is a “close” system: it can be used only be people and com-
panies that: 
1. Are nationals of one of the countries of the PCT Union; or
2. Have residency or a domicile in one of those countries; or
3. Possess a real and effective commercial or industrial establishment in one of the 
countries members to the PCT Union. 

Kosovo, so far, is not a member of the PCT. This means that, unfortunately, for the time 
being, such system can only be used by Kosovar people and enterprises that comply 
with one of the above requirements (as, for example, have a domicile or a branch office 
in a country member to the PCT, such as Albania that is member since 1995). 
Information on the PCT, as well as the forms and procedures to file an international 
application may be found at: PCT – The International Patent System (wipo.int)

The PCT procedure works as follows:                                     
a. Firstly, an international application must be filed with WIPO (or alternatively with the 
national patent office of the State party to the PCT Union);  
b. This application can be in one language only (e.g.: English)
c. The application only needs to comply with one set of formal requirements (even if 
protection is sought in up to 153 countries). 
d. An “International Searching Authority” (ISA) will examine the novelty of the invention 
and produce a report containing possible prior art documents that may prevent the 
registration of the proposed patent application. 
e. Normally 18 months after the filing the application is published. 
f. Applicants can then request a second and more detailed international searching 
report. 

A.  The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) system for the 
international registration of patents 
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g. Based on the results of these reports, the patent may be voluntary amended. 
h. At this stage, applicants may ask for an International Preliminary Examination to an-
alyze all substantive aspects of the application (i.e.: novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability).
i. Only once the applicant is satisfied that the patent application is in principle valid, 
the “National Phase” may be entered with the national IP offices of the countries where 
protection is sought. Only at this point, translations will be requested, and national fees 
will have to be paid. 
j. The entire procedure normally takes place 30 months from the filing date. 

A very comprehensive Guide on how to use the PCT is available at: The PCT Applicant’s 
Guide (wipo.int)

Through this regional route, patent applicants can protect their inventions, on the basis 
of one single application, in about 40 countries of the European Patent Conventions - 
EPC (i.e.: the 27 EU countries, other European countries and some States that have con-
cluded extension and validation agreements with the EPO – please see list of countries 
at: EPO - Home). 

This is a centralised, cost-effective, and 
time-saving procedure administered by the 
European Patent Office (EPO). Applicants 
can select the countries where they wish 
to obtain protection. The official languages 
are English, French or German. Once grant-
ed by the EPO, patents have the same legal 
effects as national patents in each country 
for which they are granted. The EPO system 
is based on one single patent filing and 
granting procedure. However, the outcome 
is not one unique patent for all relevant 
countries, but a bundle of national patents, 
that will have to be enforced separately. 

B.  The European Patent system 
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This regional system might be of particular interest to Kosovar people and companies 
as the European Patent system is open to anybody. 
However, considering that filing patents can expensive, potential applicants should pre-
fer the EPC system only when they intend to protect their inventions in at least 4 mem-
ber countries. 
The procedure to file and obtain a European patent is as follows: 
a.  Normally, the procedure to obtain protection commences with a national filing with 
the domestic IP office. 
b.  Applicants then have twelve months from the date of the first filing to apply for pro-
tection for the same invention in other countries of the EPC system. If they do so, their 
European patent application can claim the priority of the earlier national filing, and its 
effects will retroact to the date of the first domestic applications. 
c.  European applications can be filed online, by post or by fax or delivered in person at 
the European Patent Office (EPO) in Munich, Berlin or The Hague, or at the IP office of 
any contracting state. 
d. The EPO will check if all the required information and documents have been fur-
nished with the application, so that a filing date may be accorded. 
e.  Then, the EPO conducts a “formalities” examination to verify compliance with certain 
formal requirements (e.g.: the form and content of the application, possible translation, 
possible appointment of a representative if needed, the payment of fees, etc.).
f.  In parallel, the EPO creates a European search report, listing all references and doc-
uments that may be relevant to assess the novelty and inventive step of the proposed 
invention. Such report is sent to the applicant, together with a preliminary opinion on 
whether the invention may be patentable. 
g.  The application is published 18 months after the filing date (or priority date). From 
the publication, a European patent application enjoys provisional protection in the 
countries designated in the application. 
h.  Applicants have six months from the date of publication to respond to observations 
made by the examiners and to decide whether or not to pursue their application by 
requesting a substantive examination. 
i.  If they request the substantive examination, the EPO carries it out to verify if the pro-
posed application meets all the legal requirements provided by the European Patent 
Convention.  
j.  If that is the case, the patent is granted. As mentioned, this is not a unitary right, but 
a bundle of national rights. This implies that in some contracting states the patent must 
be validated (including through the possible provision of translations of the application) 
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in order to be enforceable.  
k. If granted, a patent may be opposed by third parties (normally applicant’s competi-
tors) within nine months from the date in which the grant was mentioned in the Euro-
pean Patent Bulletin.  

Information on this system may be found at: EPO - Home.  Information about how to 
apply for a patent using the EPO system may be found at: EPO - Applying for a patent

1.Law: 
• Law on Patents, 04/L-029
• Law on amending and supplementing law 04/L-029 on Patents, 05/L-039

2.Selected secondary legislation:
• Administrative Instruction on the procedure for registration of patents, MTI-13/2016
• Administrative Instruction for administrative fees for industrial property facilities, 

MTI-10/2016
• Administrative Instruction on authorized representatives in the field of industrial 

property, MTI-6/2018 

Part IV
Legislative Framework
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Part V 
Commercialization and 
Enforcement of Patents
Commercialization of Patents
Commercialization of patent rights could potentially become a very lucrative business 
model for patent owner. The significant advantage of patents, like any other IPRs, is that 
they are intangible and, as such, they may be licensed-out numerous times, simultane-
ously, through a variety of contractual arrangements to maximize profits.

For example, a patent owner may decide to authorize another player on the market 
(e.g.: another company, perhaps abroad, or a non-competing business at home) to use 
its inventions, through a licensing agreement, in exchange for the payment of royalties. 
This model could be replicated in many countries, with obvious positive consequences 
in terms of economic returns.
However, a prerequisite for the successful exploitation and commercialization of pat-
ents is a well drafted licensing or technology transfer contract. Under this type of con-
tracts, the owner of a patent grants permission to third parties to utilize its invention for 
a specified duration, for a specific objective, for a particular country or region, and under 
agreed upon conditions. 

Licensing entails significant advantages for a patent owner: 
• It will receive income in the form of licensing fees and royalties.
• It will be able to capitalize on the local knowledge, network and expertise of the 

various licensees, and their capacity to introduce the necessary adaptations that 
may facilitate penetration of their local markets, and perhaps even improve its in-
novative products.  

On the other side, businesspeople in Kosovo who may not possess the often significant 
financial means to carry out extensive R&D to come up with a new invention, may sim-
ply identify the relevant technologies covered by patents owned by third parties and 
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enter into a licensing agreement (as licensees) with them to be authorized to use the 
patented invention. 

In any case, commercialization of patents requires the drafting of rather complex li-
censing contracts and technology transfer agreements that should be handled by ex-
perienced lawyers.   

Infringements of Patents and Remedies
This section contains practical suggestions in case patents are copied, violated, infringed 
by third parties, at home or abroad, whether in good or in bad faith. 

First of all, patent owners should act as “watch dogs” and constantly monitor possible 
violations of their inventions by third parties. In their daily job, they are often aware of 
what the competitors are doing and of any possible infringement of IPRs. 

Litigation should be kept as a last resort, as it may take long time and at time its out-
come is unpredictable. A simple “cease and desist” letter maybe enough to end an in-
fringement. Should this not lead to a resolution of the infringing activity, patent owners 
may attempt to reach an out-of-court settlement, through negotiation.   Should also 
this effort fail, they may revert to the services of a professional mediator, who could 
facilitate the achievement of a satisfactory agreement for both parties. Finally, in some 
cases, court litigation remains the only viable option to obtain justice.
 
A particularly suitable and tailor-made ADR system for IP is administered by WIPO. For 
more information, please refer to the following web site: http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/.

Evidently, only experienced lawyers should carry out the above steps. 

In terms of remedies, the Kosovo legislative framework (Chapter XVII of the Patent law) 
provides for the following civil remedies to enforce patent rights: 

1. Requesting termination of the violation (art. 113).
2. Delivery up, seizure and destruction of the products resulting from or acquired by 

the infringement of a patent, and the objects, implements and tools predominantly 
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used in the manufacture of the products infringing the patent, at the expense of 
the infringer (art. 114).

3. Claiming damages: by requesting the payment either of a remuneration equal to 
what they would have perceived in case a license agreement had been signed, or 
of benefits obtained by the infringer in accordance with general rules on unjust 
enrichment (art. 115).

4. Publication of the verdict of the court confirming violation of patent rights in public 
media, at the expense of the offender (art. 116).

5. Requesting information on the origin and distribution network of products that 
infringe the patent to be provided (art 119).

6. Preliminary measures: temporary measures in order to stop or prevent violations 
and, in particular: a) the order to stop the opposing party’s patent infringement ac-
tion, and b) to order the seizure or removal of the products from the market, which 
are contrary to the law (art. 120).

7. Provisional measures for the preservation of evidence (art. 121).
8. Punitive measures, in the form of fines (art. 125).

On the other hand, as already mentioned, Kosovar businesspeople should be extremely 
careful not to violate patents that are registered and protected in Kosovo (and in any 
other country where they do business), otherwise all the above measures and sanctions 
may be adopted against them. In other words,  if they wish to use an invention, an in-
novative process or product that is protected by a patent, they should make sure that 
they have the authorization of the legitimate patent owner: careful! 
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Part VI
Final tools

Getting help / contacts

Useful websites

Ministry of Industry, Entrepreneurship and Trade
“Arbënor e Astrit Dehari” Street, no: 21, Hospital Neighborhood, 10000 Pristina, Kosovo
Telefon: +381 38 200 36554

For a list of professionals that could help you in the field of patents, please see the 
following:https://kipa.rks-gov.net/desk/inc/media/82A702F3-9598-4AF3-8C5D-
38908D27604D.pdf

• Kosovo IP Agency: kipa.rks-gov.net
• EUIPO: EUIPO - Home (europa.eu)
• EPO: http://www.epo.org/
• FAO: www.fao.org
• WIPO: www.wipo.int
• WIPO SME Division: www.wipo.int/sme
• WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center: http://arbiter.wipo.int
• WTO: http://www.wto.org
• EU: Geographical indications - Trade - European Commission (europa.eu)
• OriGIn - Home - oriGIn | Organization for an International Geographical Indications 

Network (origin-gi.com)
• Directory of IP Offices worldwide: http://www.wipo.int/directory/en/urls.jsp
• International Geographical Indication Association (INTA): http://www.inta.org
• IP Panorama: https://www.wipo.int/sme/en/multimedia/
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This handbook has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. 
The contents of this handbook are the sole responsibility of IBF International Consulting 
and EPLO and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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